
 

 

LOCAL RULES FOR EL CONQUISTADOR GOLF 
CURRENT AS OF NOVEMBER 2021 

 
I.  OUT OF BOUNDS: Defined by the following: 
  
    A.  All areas marked by white stakes or lines, including inside edges of white stakes (PVC)  
         pipe.  If there are no white stakes or lines, then fence posts, homeowners’ walls and  
         fences, and the inside edge of public streets or curbs mark the out of bounds.  The  
         boundary is a straight line from one marker to the next, regardless of any discontinuity  
         between the homes.  If the white PVC pipe is missing, the OB will be marked by the rebar 
         stake. 
  
    B.  The inside edge of the golf maintenance yard and pump station walls south and west of 
          the pond on Canada #16. 
    
    C.  A ball that crosses a road defined as out of bounds and comes to rest beyond that road is  
         out of bounds, even though it may lie on another part of the course. 
 
II.  PENALTY AREAS 
 
     A.  If a ball is known or virtually certain to be in the Penalty Area on either side of 
          Canada #8, the player may: 
   
          1.  Proceed under Rule 17, Penalty Areas, or 
   
           2.  As an additional option, drop a ball, under the penalty of one stroke, in the Dropping 
                Zone.  
 
III.  CONQUISTADOR #4 WASTE AREA 
  
      A.  A player may deem his ball unplayable at any place on the course except when it is a  
           Penalty Area.  
 
      B.  Should a player deem his ball unplayable in the waste area that crosses the fairway on 
           Conquistador #4, the player may: 

 
1.  Proceed under Rule 19, Ball Unplayable, or 

  
 2.  As an additional option, drop a ball, under penalty of one stroke, in the Dropping  
                 Zone so long as proceeding under this option, the ball would be no closer to the 
                 hole than its original lie.   
 
IV.  IMMOVABLE OBSTRUCTIONS 
 
      A.  All rock and concrete retaining walls are considered an integral part of the course and no 
           free relief is offered.  The rock and concrete dams to the left of Conquistador #11 near   
           the green and behind the left side of Canada #7 green are NOT an integral part of the 
           course and thus are immovable obstructions. Free relief is offered when swing or stance  
           is affected.  
 
      B.  If a ball lies in the General Area, but is not in a Penalty Area, and an immovable     
           obstruction on or within two club-lengths of the putting green and within two  
           club-lengths of the ball intervenes on the line of play between the ball and the hole, 
           the player may take relief as follows:  The ball may be lifted, cleaned and dropped 



 

 

           at the nearest point to where the ball lay that is:   
 
           1.   Not nearer the hole,  
           2.   Avoids the intervention, and 
           3.   Is not in a Penalty Area or on the putting green. 
 
      C.  Any drain in the General Area that consists of river rock or rock and concrete is 
           considered a French Drain and free relief is offered. 
 
      D.  Staked tree:  young trees identified by stakes and supporting wires.  The player may 
           drop his ball at the nearest point of relief, no nearer the hole, that does not interfere with 
           his swing or stance. 
 
      E.   All irrigation housing and pipes between Conquistador #3 and #5.  Free relief is  
            offered no nearer the hole.   
 
      F.  The left side of Canada #1 has two defined immovable obstructions: 

 
 1. The cart path which includes the large rock curb on the left side of the path and 

2. The three drains that extend from the parking area to the edge of the cart path. 
 

      G.  Any tree well containing decorative rock, including the border surrounding that area,  
            shall be played as Ground Under Repair from which play is prohibited and you must take  
            relief without penalty under Rule 16.1b. 
 
V.   AERATION HOLES:  In the General Area, a ball that comes to rest in an aeration hole 
      may be lifted, without penalty, cleaned and dropped as near as possible to where it lay 
      but not nearer the hole.  On the putting green, the ball may be placed at the nearest spot 
      but not nearer the hole. 
 
VI.  CLARIFICATION OF LIFT, CLEAN, AND PLACE LOCAL RULE: 
 
 In order to clarify and ensure consistency of competitive play, the following is instituted:  
Appendix 1 Section 3b of the USGA Rules of Golf allows Committees to evoke local rules to 
ensure fair play when conditions are such to make it impossible otherwise.   
 
       A.  In the case of heavy rain, etc. which qualifies as above, the Committee has delegated to  
             the Professional, in concert with the Course Superintendent, to allow lift, clean, and  
             place, within six inches no nearer the hole, in closely mown general areas.   
 
       B.  This decision shall be made before the commencement of play and communicated to all  
             players by Pro Shop personnel verbally at check-in and by displaying a placard  
             indicating this local rule is in effect.   
 
       C.  Specific groups are not allowed to make such determination unilaterally.  To do so will  
             disqualify competitors in the group from submitting that score for Golfer of the Month  
             consideration.   
 
       D.  The rule shall expire at the end of play that day and, if warranted, re-instituted the  
             following day.  
 
VII.  MISCELLANEOUS: 
  



 

 

A. Any ball within the confines of a ball washer/flower island may be granted free relief 
and dropped at the nearest point no closer to the hole. 

  
B. Javelina diggings are an abnormal ground condition and are considered ground under 

              repair.  
 
        C.  150- and 100-yard posts are movable obstructions. 
        D.  On Canada #15, a ball landing in bounds but to the right of the cart path shall be  
              granted relief on the left side of the cart path.  
 
 VIII.  ALTERNATIVE TO STROKE AND DISTANCE 
 
When a player’s ball cannot be found or is known or virtually certain to be out of bounds, the 
player may proceed as follows rather than proceeding under stroke and distance.  
 
Note:  For two penalty strokes, the player may take relief by dropping the original ball or a 
substituted ball in this relief area (see Rule 14.3) 
  
A. Two Estimated Reference Points 
   
    1.  Ball Reference Point: The point where the original ball:  
 
          a. Is estimated to have come to rest on the course, or 
 
          b. Last crossed the edge of the course boundary to go out of bounds 
 
     2.   Fairway Reference Point: 
 
           a. The point of fairway of the hole being played that is nearest to the ball reference point, 
 
           b. but is not nearer the hole than the ball reference point.      
 
Note:  For purposes of this Local Rule, “fairway” means any area of grass in the general area 
that is cut to fairway height or less. 
 
B.  Size of Relief Area Based on Reference Points: Anywhere between:  
 
    1.  A line from the hole through the ball reference point (or within two club-lengths to the   
        outside of that line), and  
 
    2.  A line from the hole through the fairway reference point (or within two club-lengths to the 
         outside of that line). 
 
But with these limits: 
 
C. Limits on Location of Relief Area:  
 
     1. Must be in the general area, and  
 
     2. Must not be nearer the hole than the ball reference point. 
 
But the player may not use this option when: 
 



 

 

     1. The ball is known or virtually certain to have come to rest in a penalty area, or 
 
     2. The player has played another ball provisionally under penalty of stroke and distance    
         (see Rule 18.3)   
 
 
 

 


